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Preface:

The purpose of this text is to bring out the salient/summary points from the lecture on the topic “DEVARU” from the 7th workshop of the “ Madhvacharya for the Youth Series ”. This document basically collects and put together the essential points of the discourse. All throughout the document for convenience the subject DEVARU has been addressed “He”. 

· In the recent days the topic Devaru or God is most debated and talked about. In the name of Atheism, there is a popular opinion, which insists not to believe god and his existence. There is no such entity called God. The main reason for this debate to arise is the incomplete & wrong understanding about the subject God. But for people who have rational thinking (Jignasu) it really becomes difficult to accept the above note. They will definitely try to seek the information that shall clarify all their doubts with respect to the above atheism.

· Nowadays God is just being visualized as an object which expects to be worshipped, else he will do evil things to us, he is limited to particular sect or group or a religion, he is different for different people etc and so on. This is the real problem of misconception and incomplete understanding. To put it in simple sentence God is all universal and rational. The one and the only way to get a clear picture about God is to understand him as explained in the Shastras. The very next question that comes in our mind is in what way the Shastras have explained god and his qualities. It says the person with infinite number of good qualities; free from all defects at all times is the definition of God. This is just a simple definition but has lot of information hidden in it. This hidden information appreciated very much and well understood by people like Madhvacharya. It was Madhvacharya, who had clearly and completely understood these definitions and has explained in very detailed way in his works. The above two qualities that have been put forth by the Shastras are just like two faces of the sane coin. They are existence in god is not mutually exclusive. 

· When we step ahead to know the other qualities of God the important feature that needs attention is being complete (Paripoorna) in absolute sense. His qualities like his forms are also complete in all aspects. In the most sacred epic BhagavadGeetha Lord Krishna himself explains what is the form of the god? How he is etc. Krishna mentions that all the parts of his body are capable of doing all the activities. It’s not like what we have. I.e. in our case eyes can only see that too it’s not blind else that is also not possible. But for god is not like that. His eyes are capable of doing other activities and not just see. He is complete in all stages at all points. 

· The next question what one will get is as to who is god? Again Shastras explain this in very simple manner in the form of 3 points. One who knows everything (Sarvagna), one who is capable of doing all things (SarvaShaktha), one who is present everywhere (SarvaVyaptha). Lets make a small effort to understand one by one to a little deeper extent.

· Sarvagna: One who knows everything is the literal translation of this word. This is one of the most important attribute of God. He knows about everything. There is no topic that exists which he doesn’t know. Also there is no limit to his knowledge (Anantha). One important feature is this characteristic is he knows everything always. There is no time period where in you can say that he doesn’t know about few issues. As quoted in BhagavadGeetha by himself he has the thorough information about the past/present/future. This kind of characteristic doesn’t exist in us (Jeevas). He is omniscient.

· SarvaShaktha: One who is capable of doing all the things. The Vedas and the Shastras explain this characteristic as “Kartum, Akartum Anyathakarthum api samarthaha” and also “Karayitum, Akarayitum, Anyathakarayitum api samarthaha”. He can do everything, he is the cause of everything, and he can do in different ways, he need not to do everything but still can go on. One simple example to explain the last point, in our case we cannot live without breathing we have to be breathing right from our birth till we die. He is omnipotent and omnific (all creating)

· SarvaVyaptha: He is omnipresent. He is everywhere always. He is present both inside and outside us. The classic example to support this is the Narasimha form (4th one of his 10 avatars). Also one the main objective of taking different forms is to give a clear picture of all his capabilities, which are totally complete.

· Apart from these 3 characteristics, Madhvacharya mentions one more characteristic, which is the Independent ness (Swatantrya). Swatantra or Independent not only means one who is free but also has the control or authority of himself. 3 features Swaroopa, Pravrutti and Pramiti attribute being under the control of oneself. Swaroopa means Existence, Pravrutti means activities and Pramiti means knowing oneself. We Jeevas have all these 3 aspects but still we are not god. This is because all these in us are dependent and not independent. These 3 also present in God but they are not dependent on other thing as in our case. We are absolutely dependent on God for each and everything. It’s the god who control and govern us in all. An example as to how much we are dependent on god is same as that of a fish with water. For the fish to survive it is dependent on water. If it is taken out from water it cannot live. But the water has no dependency for it’s being, whether the fish is inside it or outside is immaterial. Swatantrya helps us to understand God in a better way.

· With the so many qualities being mentioned next question that arises is what is the proof to accept such a god? How his presence has to be accepted? On this issue atheists say that since he is not visible to our naked eyes there is no need to believe. It is very in appropriate to say that all that exists have to be visible to our naked eye. Things that are very close to us and which are very far away from us are not visible. Since god is present in us itself we cannot see him as such. This doesn’t imply that he is not all visible. Yes is definitely visible for which one need to do Sadhane (work) by the methods as mentioned in the Vedas and Shastras. Once (If) we Jeevas attain Salvation (Moksha) we will get to see him. There is another argument that we can get to know everything by reasoning (yukti). This is not true since there is a Limitation on our intellect. Our scope of understanding and intelligence are very limited. God is beyond reasoning. Then what is the proof to accept God? There exist 3 types of proof for any thing to be accepted. Aagama, Anumaana & Pratyaksha.

Aagama ( testimony or evidence, declaration to prove some fact.

Anumaana ( dependent proof or Inference.

Pratyaksha ( Proof that can be experienced. 

· It’s the Vedas that project God and what his qualities are; they are the proof to accept God. Since Vedas are Nitya Aagama free from all defects and false information God existence is not questionable. Those who do not accept or understand Testimony they are not capable of appreciating god and his presence. Another question that most needs explanation is where is God? He resides in us only. He is everywhere as said earlier. He is Omnipresent. Another simple example to accept the presence of God, we all know that (from Science) matter doesn’t possess self-functioning capability. When we see a painting we infer that there exist a painter who has done that. In the same way now this world and we are existing we can definitely agree that there should exist a creator for all this and He is God.

· The other important issue debated about god is about his forms and virtues. He is god having Virtues (Saguna) or Virtue less (Nirguna). The Shastras say he is both Saguna and Nirguna. The Shastras explain, in this way. God has infinite number of Good virtues that are Natural (not in our sense of Nature). He is virtue less since he doesn’t posses any qualities that are originated from the nature (prakruthika guna that have originated from Satva, Raja and Tamo) what we Jeevas posses. His virtues are Abhoutika. Ex: We say that this mango is sweet naturally nothing like sugar has been added from external to make it Sweet. But there are also times when we will add sugar to make it sweet. The Virtues of God are like this. 

· On the above lines the next topic that needs to be mentioned is about whether God is having any form (Saakara) or is he formless (Nirakaara). He has both simlutaneously. He is Saakara since he exists in the form of Happiness and Knowledge (Gnanaanadamaya kaya) and Nirakaara since he doesn’t posses a perishable body like us. (Prakruthika shareera). He is not destroyable. He always present whether this world or we exists. The main objectives of God are to protect and nourish good souls and destroy the bad or evil ones. For whatever we do we need his grace to it. Even our existence, breathing etc all are dependent on him. What ever he is does is right else it becomes a defect that he also commits mistake. This is not correct. So if something bad has happened is solely because of our deeds. It goes by this saying “What you give is what you get back”. If you do bad to others it happens to you too. Another most promising quality of God is his readiness to excuse those souls who accept their mistake and surrender to him with a intension of reforming.

· The other issue that needs clarification is about the Idol worship. The Shastras have clearly mentioned that the Idol by itself is not God. It’s just an aid to help those who worship. As analogy to we in many circumstance provide our photo as proof just to ease our identity. Our photo itself is not we. This helps to understand the concept of Idol Worship. So it’s for our good that he has asked us to worship him. He has never mentioned to offer costly items while you worship him. Pure Bhakthi is what he expects. He is only available to Bhakthi. One gets Bhakthi (Devotion) with Gnana (Knowledge). Complete and Correct Gnana about God is a must for us to develop deep devotion in his worship. This is the ultimate step in we attaining salvation. He will also be pleased if ones does the activities in a way as he has prescribed and offer at his feet. (Samarpana). He insists us to lead a sincere way of life that is free from all sorts of evil thoughts and activities. He is not limited to anyone, to anyplace, to anytime. For us to be blessed by him we need to do our work (Sadhane) in the way he has prescribed.
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